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Introduction
This seminar introduces students to the field of study of Global Issues. The course will introduce students to a broad range international issues and a focus on the tools available to understand these events.
Two major puzzles drive the study of global issues: Why do nations fight and why do they cooperate? We will develop a general bargaining approach to the choices of conflict and peace through the effects of the international system, domestic politics, and international institutions. We will then apply this framework to different issue areas including global trade and finance, monetary relations, civil war and terrorism, war and peace, human rights, international law, globalization, culture, and the environment. Yep, that is a lot of stuff.
The focus of this seminar is to introduce student to the tools we use to analyze and understand the actions of various individuals, states and international groups. This is not a seminar about current events or a history of intentional events. We will study current and contemporary international events through the application of critical analysis tools.
Special Covid -19 Note: I know many of you who were attending classes in-person are adapting to online classes. This class was always designed as an online course. I hope this means it will flow easier and smoother than class that are going online for the first time. I often post material about topic and suggestions on how to succeed in an online format. That information is universal and can definitely be applied to your other courses. 
Contact
The instructor can best be reached by email using WCU email accounts.  Alternative forms of communication, phone call, Skype, ect…, can be arranged on a one-on-one basis.  
Textbook
There is a required textbook.  If you do not have access to the book, you will not be able to pass the course. Make sure it is the third edition. There is an e-edition available although I have not viewed it so buy at your own risk. Note, this is the third edition.
• Jeffry Freiden, David Lake and Kenneth Schultz (2015 ) World Politics: Interests, Interactions and Institutions, 3rd Edition W.W. Norton
Additional readings, used mostly for the writing assignments, will either be available online with links provided or the readings will be posted on the course web-site.
*Notes on third edition: I use the third edition because there will be many used copies available. These are cheaper. You are able to use the fourth edition but page numbering and some examples will be off. There were also no significant updated between the 3rd and the 4th. I encourage you to use the 3rd edition. 
Course Requirements and Grading
· Chapter Quizzes-30%
· Writing Assignments-20%
· Mid-Term - 25%
· Final Exam-25%
A = 94-100	 A- = 90-93	 B+ = 87-89	 B = 84-86	B- = 80-83	C+ = 75-79	
C = 70-74	D = 60-69	F = 0-59
1.1 Writing Assignments
There is a writing assignment due for several chapters (usually two-pages in length). They are due every Sunday by 11.59pm (for most weeks), handed in through Blackboard, property formatted.  See online for further documentation.  Citations for outside work are needed.  All assignments are run through plagiarism software.  
1.2 Chapter Quizzes
There is a multiple-choice quiz for each chapter. They are to be completed online and have a deadline of Sunday at 11.59 pm (for most weeks). See online for further documentation. 
1.3 Midterm and Final
There is a midterm and final for this course. The midterm will cover Chapter 1-6 and the final will cover chapter 7-13. They must be completed on Blackboard in the time frame assigned.  See the course schedule for exam period dates and times.  See online for further documentation. 
Late work and Alternative Arrangements
No late work is accepted without reasonable notice. The deadlines are set and students should plan to budget enough time to complete assignments as necessary. Work must be handed in by the deadline. Works in progress will not be counted as meeting the deadline. No late submissions without prior consent from the instructor or with documentation of a family, medical or technological emergency.  Assignments and tests will not be released early accept under extreme emergencies and with discussion with the instructor. I know things happen, emergencies, accidents, and life happens.  I just ask that you send me a note as soon as possible. 
It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the course schedule and deadlines. 
Technology Policy
As this is an online course, students will need reliable access to a computer with secure internet access.  If students experience technological issues, it is the student’s responsibility to document the incident and provide the instructor with notification as soon as possible.  Documentation consists of screenshots, writing down error codes, and a detailed description of the event in question.  Students then need to email the instructor as soon as possible with the documentation.  Any accommodation due to technological issues is based on instructor’s discretion.  
It is the student’s responsibility to secure computer and internet access. 
Plagiarism Statement
As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one’s own the ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another person. In accordance with the definition, a student is committing plagiarism if s/he copies the work of another person and turn it in as his/her own, even if s/he should have the permission of the person. Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, for the plagiarist destroys the trust among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated. I will not tolerate any form of plagiarism and any case of scholastic dishonesty will result in an automatic failure for the course. You must cite any source that is referenced. If you have any questions regarding plagiarism and general academic dishonesty issues, please consult the WCU pages and policy on these issues as a starting point, such as:
Cheating:  Don’t do it. Cheating will result in an automatic zero and failure of the class. No exceptions. This includes copying someone’s test answers and writing essays together.
Study together, yes. Help each other, yes. But you must hand in independently written essays and test answers.
Academic Integrity: Western Carolina University, as a community of scholarship, is also a community of honor. Faculty, staff, administrators, and students work together to achieve the highest standards of honesty and integrity. Academic dishonesty is a serious offense at Western Carolina University because it threatens the quality of scholarship and defrauds those who depend on knowledge and integrity. 
Academic dishonesty includes:
1.  Cheating - Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise.
2. Fabrication - Intentional falsification of information or citation in an academic exercise.
3. Plagiarism - Intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of someone else as ones own in an academic exercise.
4. Facilitation of Academic Dishonesty - Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help someone else to commit an act of academic dishonesty, such as knowingly allowing another to copy information during an examination or other academic exercise.
As the instructor, I reserve the right to determine the appropriate sanction or sanctions for academic dishonesty up to and including a final grade of “F” in the course. If caught cheating, a student will automatically fail the assignment, quiz or test with further punishment to be determined by the professor.
Students with Disabilities Policy:   Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Western Carolina University is committed to providing equal educational opportunities for students with documented disabilities. Students who require reasonable accommodations must identify themselves as having a disability and provide current diagnostic documentation to Disability Services. All information is confidential. Please contact Disability Services for more information at (828) 227-2716 or 144 Killian Annex. You can also visit the office’s website:
http://www.wcu.edu/
Student Support Services:  Student Support Services provides support to students who are either first-generation, low-income or those who have disclosed a disability with: academic advising, mentoring, one-on-one tutorial support, and workshops focused on career, financial aid and graduate school preparation. You may contact SSS at (828) 227-7127 or email sssprogram@wcu.edu for more information. SSS is located in the Killian Annex, room 138.
Writing and Learning Commons (WaLC)
The Writing and Learning Commons (WaLC), located in BELK 207, provides free small-group course tutoring, one-on-one writing tutoring and academic skills consultations, and online writing and learning resources for all students. All tutoring sessions take place in the WaLC or in designated classrooms on campus. To schedule tutoring appointments, log in to TutorTrac from the WaLC homepage (http://walc.wcu.edu) or call 828-227-2274. Distance students and students taking classes
at Biltmore Park are encouraged to use Smarthinking and the WaLC’s online resources. Students may also take advantage of writing tutoring offered at the Biltmore Park campus on certain days of the week; call 828-227-2274 or log in to TutorTrac and select “Biltmore Park Writing Tutoring” for availabilities.
Liberal Studies Learning Goals
In accordance with the Liberal Studies Learning Goals students will also be able to:
· Evaluate the impact of their own and others’ actions on the human and natural worlds.
· Demonstrate the ability to locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information;
· Demonstrate the ability to read with comprehension, and to write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of communication appropriate to an audience;
· Students will evaluate the impact of their own and others’ actions on the human and/or natural worlds.


Course Schedule
	Reading 
	Assignment
	Release Date 
	Due Date 

	Chapter 1,2 
	Quiz Chapter 1,2 
	8/17
	8/30

	Chapter 3
	Quiz Chapter 3
	8/31
	9/6

	
	Chapter 3 Writing Assignment 
	
	

	Chapter 4
	Quiz Chapter 4 
	9/7
	9/13

	
	Chapter 4 Writing Assignment
	
	

	Chapter 5
	Quiz Chapter 5 
	9/14
	9/20

	
	Chapter 5 Writing Assignment
	
	

	Chapter 6
	Quiz Chapter 6 
	 9/21
	9/27

	
	
	
	

	Mid-Term
	Mid-Term
	9/28
	10/6

	
	
	
	

	Chapter 7
	Quiz Chapter 7
	10/5
	10/11

	Chapter 8 
	Quiz Chapter 8
	10/12
	10/18

	
	Chapter 8 Writing Assignment
	
	

	Chapter 9 
	Quiz Chapter 9 
	10/19
	10/25

	Chapter 10 
	Quiz Chapter 10 
	10/26
	11/1

	
	Chapter 10 Writing Assignment
	
	

	Chapter 11 
	Quiz Chapter 11 
	11/2
	 11/8

	
	Chapter 11 Writing Assignment
	
	 

	Chapter 12 
	Quiz Chapter 12
	11/9
	11/15

	
	Chapter 12 Writing Assignment
	
	

	Chapter 13
	Quiz Chapter 13
	11/16
	11/22

	
	
	
	

	FINAL
	FINAL
	11/23
	12/4

	Reflection Writing Assignment
	
	11/23
	12/4

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Instructor reserves the right to change or modify the schedule at anytime. 

